4IO                       STORMING THE FORT,

saries, and the fine rice crops of the Savannah and Ogeechee
Rivers furnished to our men and animals a large amount of
rice and rice straw. We also held the country to the south
and west of the Ogeechee as foraging ground. Still, com-
munication with ,the fleet was of vital importance, and I
directed General Kilpatrick to cross the Ogeechee by a pon-
toon bridge, to reconnoitre Fort McAllister, and to proceed
to Catherine's Sound, in the direction of Sunbury or Kil-
kenny Bluff, and open communication with the fleet Gen-
eral Howard had previously by my direction sent one of
his best scouts down the Ogeechee in a canoe for a like pur-
pose. But more than this was necessary. We wanted the
vessels and their contents, and the Ogeechee River, a navi-
gable stream, close to the rear of our camps, was the proper
avenue of supply.

"The enemy had burned the road-bridge across the
Ogeechee, just below the mouth of the Canoochee, known
as ' King's bridge.' This was reconstructed in an in-
credibly short time, in the most substantial manner, by the
58th Indiana, Colonel Buel, under the direction of Captain
Reese, of the Engineers' Corps, and on the I3th of De-
cember the 2d Division of the i$th Corps, under com-
mand of Brigadier-General Hazen, crossed the bridge to
the west bank of the Ogeechee and marched down with
orders to carry by assault Fort McAllister, a strong inclosed
redoubt, manned by two companies of artillery and three
of infantry, in all about two hundred men, and mounting
23 guns en fyarbette, and one mortar. General Hazen
reached the vicinity of Fort McAllister about I P. M., de-
ployed his division about that place, with both flanks rest-
ing upon the river, posted his skirmishers judiciously behind
the trunks of trees whose branches had been used for
abattis, and about 5 p. M., assaulted the place with nine regi-able amount of breadstuff's and other neces- a flourishing little town
